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Burundi 


Uprona Chairman Calls For 2-Day Strike 


AB3101211795 Dakar PANA in English 1617 GMT 
31 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Bujumbura, Burundi, 31 Jan 
(PANA)—Burundi’s main opposition political party, the 
National Union for Progress, Uprona, called for a two- 
day work stoppage starting Wednesday [1 February] to 
force Prime Minister Anatole Kanyenkiko to resign. 
Announcing this at a news conference in Bujumbura 
Tuesday, Uprona Chairman Charles Mukasi said the 
party would also hold demonstrations Saturday in 
another move to compel Kanyenkiko to leave his post. 
[passage omitted including indistinct portion] 


Calls For Overthrow of Government 


EA0102092395 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1800 GMT 31 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] It was in a very crowded 
conference room at Odeon Palace that Mr. Charles 
Mukasi, the opposition Union for National Progress 
[Uprona] party chairman, held a news conference this 
afternoon. Here is a report by Jean Vuyekure: 


[Begin recording] [Vuyekure] From the outset the 
Uprona chairman severely criticized the head of state’s 
recent statement against the opposition in general and 
Uprona in particular. For Mr. Mukasi, the motive 
behind the statement is to use it as a pretext for an 
imminent unilateral reshuffle aimed at weakening 
Uprona in the state institutions. One sign confirming 
this is the 30 January decree sacking from the govern- 
ment two Uprona ministers who represented the party 
honorably. [passage omitted] 


Furthermore the Uprona chairman believes that the 30 
January decree constitutes a violation of the government 
convention setting up the current government, and as 
such it is null and void. Here are Charles Mukasi’s 
explanations: 


{Mukasi] [passage omitted] The same convention indi- 
cates in Article 24 [words indistinct] the prime minister 
must come from another political family than that of the 
president of the Republic. We are now surprised to hear 
which party Prime Minister Anatole Kanyenkiko, who 
jointly signed the decree mentioned above, claims to 
belong to, as on 29 January the Uprona Central Com- 
mittee sacked him unanimously. Because of that deci- 
sion, Mr. Anatole Kanyenkiko has lost the capacity to be 
prime minister. As a result, the decree he has just 
countersigned is null and void and, therefore, has no 
effect at all. In fact Ministers Libere Bararunyeretse and 
Claudine Matuturu, who have been sacked, must there- 
fore continue performing their functions as normal gov- 
ernment members. Any provision contrary to this is null 
and void. 
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[Vuyekure] For the Uprona chairman, the current gov- 
ernment should be overthrown at all costs. Prime Min- 
ister Anatole Kanyenkiko can in no way claim he 
remains prime minister. Mr. Charles Mukasi said a 
coalition government as defined by the government 
convention is needed, as the present one is no longer a 
coalition government, since it is dominated by the ruling 
Front for Democracy in Burundi. Thus a new team 
suiting the spirit and text of the convention better is 
urgently needed. 


Uprona has suggested that a prime minister who reas- 
sures them and takes care of the oppositior.’s and the 
Burundian people's interests should be appointed. That 
is why, in agreement with other opposition parties, the 
Uprona chairman disclosed that Uprona 1s actively 
working out proposals for the appointment of a prime 
minister and a new government. They should be com- 
pleted in less than two days. In terms of concrete actions, 
Uprona took note of its members’ decision to carry out a 
two-day work stoppage as of | January [as heard] which 
will consist in remaining calmly in one’s home in protest 
against Mr. Anatole Kanyenkiko as prime minister. The 
Uprona chairman urged hospitals and market places to 
continue with their duties. If all these fail, a march, a 
demonstration by the capital's people is scheduled for 4 
February. [end recording] 


Regarding the Uprona ministers who took part in the 
extraordinary meeting convened by the head of state, 
their fate will be decided by the relevant authorities. 


Grenade Explosions Reported in Bujumbura 


ABO0102113095 Paris AFP in English 1102 GMT 
] Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Bujumbura, | Feb (AFP)— 
Burundi teetered on the edge of a potential ethnic 
bloodbath as grenades exploded in the capital Tuesday 
[31 January] and the opposition called a strike to topple 
a government formed to bring about national reconcili- 
ation. Witnesses said the grenades went off in north 
Bujumbura districts which are strongholds of the Tutsi- 
dominated Union for National Progiess (UPRONA), 
which called the strike to undermine the coalition with 
Hutu majority parties. No casualties were immediately 
reported and observers said the blasts were probably 
intended to intimidate civil servants into staying away 
from work in line with the two-day general strike call. 


Government offices were closed and many schoolchil- 
dren returned home for the lack of teachers, while staff at 
the central bank deserted the premises at the start of the 
morning. In the city centre, however, the main market 
and shops opened as usual and business activity was 
normal. Security forces escorted the few state-owned 
buses running between central Bujumbura and outlying 
areas. 


Charles Mukasi, the leader of UPRONA, which 1s a 
partner essential to the coalition with Hutu parties, 
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called the strike Tuesday, saying it was “urgent” to 
“topple the current government at all costs”. 


In New York, the UN Security Council swiftly expressed 
alarm at the growing political crisis in Burundi, which 
has been wracked several times by ethnic bloodletting, 
and adopted an emergency declaration overnight 
Tuescay, which “denounced all attempts aimed at 
threatening the existence of the coalition government by 
intimidation and diktat.” [passage omitted] 


UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali on 
Wednesday said in a statement that the international 
community “could not accept a repetition in Burundi of 
the tragic events of last year in Rwanda,” where troops 
and Hutu militias systematically slaughtered up to a 
million Tutsis and opposition Hutus. [passage omitted} 


Sudan 


Belgian Planes Accused of Dropping Munitions 


BR2401153195 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE 
in French 21-22 Jan 95 p 4 


{Unattributed article: “The Belgians are forbidden from 
overflying Sudan”’} 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Air Force can no longer drop 
food to the populations of the Christian south. 
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Khartoum has just forbidden planes of the Belgian Air 
Force carrying out humanitarian missions in the Sudan 
from entering its air space again, accusing the Belgians of 
having dropped munitions over its territory last 12 
January. These accusations were formally denied Friday 
[20 January} by the [Belgian] Defense Information Ser- 
vice (SID). 


“No Belgian plane flew over the Sudan from 10 to 15 
January inclusive. The ©-130H Hercules based at 
Nairobi flew only to Somalia and Rwanda during this 
period,” SID adds in a communique released Friday in 
Brussels. As a consequence. the “unfounded rurmors” 
spread by the Khartoum authorities are formally denied 
and the Belgian ambassador in Egypt, who 1s accredited 
to the Sudan, reacted immediately, SID continues. 


“The Belgian and Sudanese authorities are discussing 
this unjustified overflight prohibition which 1s threat- 
ening humanitarian operations in the country, and the 
Air Force hopes that the overflight prohibition will be 
lifted in the very near future.’ the same source states. 


The C-130H of the Belgian Ai Force has been carrying 
out food drops over the Sudan from Kenya for a little 
over seven months, for FCHO (European Community 
Humanitarian Assistance Office). The Air Force has 
transporied some 5,250 tons of aid (the amount recorded 
in December 1994) for the population of the south of the 
Sudan ravaged by the civil war 
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Prospects for Federal Sys'em Called ‘Poor’ 


MB2801185795 Johannesburg WEEKEND STAR 
in English 28-29 Jan 9S p 2 


[Report by David Breier] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town—South Africa’s 
new provinces can kiss goodbye to their chances of 
getting increased powers in the new constitution after the 
poor start made by some of them. That is a growing view 
in politica! circles as the battle for federalism resumes in 
the Constitutional Assembly. 


The battle lines are being drawn in a similar way to the 
split in the World Trade Centre negotiations in Kempton 
Park which gave rise to the Interim Constitution. The 
African National Congress and Pan Africanist Congress 
Oppose increasing provincial powers into a full-scale 
federation. Against them, the Inkatha Freedom Party 
[IFP] is leading the charge for a genuine federation, 
together with the National Party [NP] and Democratic 
Party [DP], while the Freedom Front continues to push 
for its volkstaat. 


The existing provincial powers are effectively 
entrenched, but the battle in the Constitutional 
Assembly 1s over whether these will be increased. 


The IFP, which demands international mediation on the 
federal issue, insists that federalism is the only system 
which would reflect the complexity of South Africa and 
its people. The party controls KwaZulu/Natal 


The DP and NP echoed these views. But ANC constitu- 
tionalist and Water Affairs Minister Kader Asmal 
poured cold water on federal aspirations. He said pro- 
vincial autonomy or self-determination should not be 
used to frustrate the national will or lead to the dismem- 
berment of South Africa. 


Academics such as University of Cape Town’s Robert 
Schrire believe the poor prospects of a number of the less 
affluent and more unstable provinces have effectively 
blocked the growth of federalism for purely practical 
reasons. 


“Elements of federalism have hardly been a success so 
far,” Schrire said. He cited the ongoing instability of 
KwaZulu/Natal where local IFP interests are engaged 1n 
a power struggle with the ANC-controlled central Gov- 
ernment over control of the police in the province. 


Eastern Cape, which inherited the chaotic administra- 
tions of Transkei and Ciskei, had continued to slide into 
disarray, Schrire said. A scarcity of resources in poorer 
provinces such as Northern Cape gave them little pros- 
nect of self-sufficiency. Other provinces such as North- 
West had not covered themselves in glory with early 
accusations of mismanagement of loans. 


“Everybody, including the ANC, recognises the desir- 
ability of some sort of decentralisation. But the huge 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 3 


inequality of the regions makes it very unlikely that 
federalism will work,” Schrire said. 


“The Interim Constitution did give regional govern- 
ments the opportunity to run with the ball, but they are 
paralysed with no resources. The tragic reality is the huge 
centralisation of South Africa’s economy in Gauteng. 
The only other province with the infrastructure to run 
with the ball is the Western Cape. It takes a particular 
level of development to make a federation work. If only 
one or two regions are developed, then federation for the 
others means very little.” 


Advocates of greater federation have argued that the 
Interim Constitution should be given more time to 
provide the nine provinces with a chance to prove 
themselves. 


International Mediation Referred to Subcommittee 


MB3001175395 Johanneshurg SAPA in Enelish 
1640 GMT 30 Jan 9S 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Constitutional Assembly Jan 
30 SAPA—An often repeated request by the IFP 
[Inkatha Freedom Party] that a pre-election agreement 
between the ANC, IFP and NP [National Party] that 
they would enter into a process of international media- 
tion has once again been referred to a three man sub- 
committee set up in December last year. 


The .natter which has consistently been raised by the IFP 
at almost everv meeting of Parliament and the Consti- 
tutional Assembly [CA] since last year was once again 
submitted for resolution at the ‘irst meeting of the year 
of the Constitutional Committee on Monday [30 Jan- 
uary]. 


“We can't continue this process indefinitely,” Mr Peter 
Smith (IFP) said and proposed that the international 
mediation become part of the constitution making pro- 
cess and “take place as soon as possible”. 


The Agreement for Peace and Reconciliation was 
entered into by the National Party, the ANC and the IFP 
in April last year in a last bid to draw the IFP into the 
election. One resolution was that international media- 
tors would be called in to arbitrate on the IFP’s request 
for greater provincial powers. The IFP was now insisting 
that 1 be included in the CA agenda. 


Several ANC members spoke against the proposal, 
Stating that the Constitutional Assembly was a sovereign 
body not bound by any other agreement except for the 
constitutional principles. 


“It was a matter that had to be dealt with by the three 
political parties,” said Mr Blade Nzimande (ANC). 


“We are in no ways bound to stop this process to 
entertain this issue in the CA structures.” said Mr 
Johnny de Lange (ANC). There was no reason why the 
CA had to give weight to an issue entered into by the 
three biggest parties. 
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The whole thing was an embarrassment and had become 
an emotional issue. It should be referred to the sub- 
committee set up to deal with it, said Mr Andre Fourie 
(NP). 


Committee and CA Chairman Mr Cyril Ramaphosa 
ruled that “not much time should be spent on it” and 
referred it back to the three person sub-committee. It was 
quite clear that the matter rested with the leaders of the 
three political parties and the representatives they had 
appointed to the sub-committee. 


All three members of the sub-committee, Mr Roelf 
Meyer (NP), Mr Valli Moosa (ANC) and Dr Sipho 
Mzimela (IFP) were at the meeting yet remained silent 
on the issue. 


ANC, NP, IFP Table Constitutional Proposals 


MB3101152595 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
31 Jan 95 p7 


[Report by Mathatha Tsedu] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The African National Congress 
vesterday tabled its proposal for the country’s new con- 
stitution, which calls for a President as head of state and 
government but remains non-committal on the existence 
of two House: of Parliament. 


The proposal, tabled before a parliamentary committee 
dealing with the structure of government, proposes one 
deputy president, instead of the present two, and calls for 
a separation of powers between the executive, legislature 
and judiciary. The proposal differs from those of the 
Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] and National Party [NP], 
both of which call for a president to be head of state, and 
a head of government or prime minister, appointed by 
the president. 


The IFP calls for a non-renewable seven-year term for 
the president. The president would be responsible for the 
“preservation of the constitutional order and the proper 
functioning of the constitutional machinery, while the 
head of government shall be in charge of the daily 
operation of government.”’ The senate should be 
retained, representing provinces. 


Senators would be elected for a five-year term by the 
provincial legislatures, and each province would have an 
equal number of seats. 


The IFP rejects forced power sharing. The NP calls for a 
president and head of government, the retention of the 
senate, and a decrease in members of parliament. It 
favours a mix of proportional representation and a 
constituency base system, and provision for non- 
members of the legislature to be appointed to the cab- 
inet. 


PAC Advocates Complete Separation of Power 


MB3101181295 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1600 GMT 31 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The PAC [Pan-Africanist Con- 
gress] says it favors a complete separation of power. This 
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was stated by the PAC member on the theme committee 
on structures of government, Mr. Gora Ebrahim, in his 
party's submissions to the committee. Mr. Ebrahim said 
the three structures—the executive, the legislature and 
the judiciary—should function separately, but without 
rendering other organs of government useless. He said 
the move would ensure that democracy ts enshrined in 
the country, with no chance of abuse, and there would be 
a contribution to nation-building. 


Property ‘Seizure’ Allegedly Possible in Future 


MB2701174495 Johanneshbure THE STAR in English 
27 Jan 95 p 3 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town—The seizure of 
property is possible in a future Bill of Rights if the 
seizure 1s done in the public interest, meets the objec- 
tives of the constitution and is accompanied by a just 
comypensation, according to the ANC’s preliminary sub- 
mission to theme committee 4 vesterday. 


A just compensation would be determined through a 
balance between the public and affected parties’ interests 
and not be based solely on the market value of the 
property. 


“The constitution will make it clear that seeking to 
achieve substantive equal rights and opportunities for 
those discriminated against in the past should not be 
regarded as a violation of the principles of equality, 
nonracialism and non-sexism. 


“Unless special interventions are made, the patterns of 
structured advantages and disadvantage created by 
apartheid and patriarchy (will) replicate themselves from 
generation to generation.” 


The ANC mooted the creation of a new system of just 
and secure property rights as well as the creation of 
special agencies to ensure equal opportunity between 
women and men. 


“The Bill of Rights must guarantee language, cultural 
rights and religion, and respect diversity.” 


Workers would be granted rights to trade unions, collec- 
tive bargaining and the right to strike, which should be 
supplemented by a workers’ charter. 


The ANC proposes the granting of social and economic 
rights through the provision of homes, education and 
employment 


All parties agreed that the interim Bull of Rights had 
limitations as it was written to deal with the transition 
and was thus not expansive enough. 


Although the Bill will be entrenched in the constitution, 
it should be implemented exclusively by provincial leg- 
islature and the executive in respect of matters of pro- 
vincial competence. 


“The national Government might have the power to 
co-ordinate this implementing role of provinces. The 
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jurisprudence of the Constitutional Court will also give a 
uniform interpretation of the applicable constitutional 
parameters.” 


In addition to the Bill of Rights, the IFP [Inkatha 
Freedom Party] proposes a Bill of duties and obligations, 
which would lay down the duties and obligations of the 
individual. 


The National Party raised an objection to the inclusion 
of socio-economic rights in its submissions, because they 
were legally unienable and would give rise to immense 
practical problems for the Government. 


The PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] suggested the courts 
should not be the only authority to adjudicate on the Bill, 
but other agencies such as the Human Rights Commis- 
sion should be empowered to enforce the Bill. 


Blacks Reportedly Resisting Voter Registration 
MB2801194195 Johannesburg WEEKEND STAR 
in English 28-29 Jan 95 p 6 


[Report by David Breer] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town—With voter regis- 
tration now officially under way, calls are already being 
made for the municipal elections due in October to be 
postponed if biack resistance to new voters rolls cannot 
be overcome. The calls are coming from political 
observers following revelations of major resistance 
among blacks to having their names registered on voters 
rolls in wards for the local’ elections. 


Registration began yesterday and is due to end on Apr 
26. Experts warn that a half-baked election based on 
incomplete registration could aggravate the crisis of 
confidence in local government. 


New nonracial councils will face the challenge of ending 
years of anti-apartheid payment boycotts aimed at ille- 
gitimate councils. But the new councils face similar 
charges of illegitimacy if they are elected on the basis of 
incomplete voters rolls. 


Researchers have reported widespread fear and suspi- 
cion among blacks who have never had their names on a 
voters roll before. 


Last year’s general election was conducted on the basis of 
identity documents and voters could cast their ballots 
anywhere as there was no voters roll. 


The municipal elections scheduled for October are the 
first nonracial elections in the country due to be con- 
tested on the basis of strict voters rolls—and voters will 
be permitted to vote only in the wards in which they are 
registered. 


A study by the Community Agency for Social Enquiry 
(CASE) released this week reveals that many prospective 
black voters are vehemently opposed to the idea of 
registe: ng. Prospective voters fear their political oppo- 
nents will gain access to voters rolls and addresses. They 
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demand to know why their addresses are needed. There 
are also problems over addresses in informal areas— 
although election organisers have devised a registration 
system to overcome the lack of formal addresses in these 
areas. 


University of Stellenbosch political scientist Willie 
Breytenbach said that f the three-month registration 
campaign was incompicie, the Government would have 
to consider postponing the elections to early next year. 
He said that if black areas in particular were under 
represented on the voters rolls this would be to the 
detriment of the ANC and the PAC [Pan-Africanist 
Congress]. 


‘There may be interest groups in the townships who are 
more aituned to sophisticated voters to the detriment of 
the ANC who rely mostly on fresh immigrants from the 
rural areas,” he said. 


University of Cape Town political scientist Robert 
Schrire said much would depend on whether the ANC 
and other parties succeeded in launching a grassroots 
registration campaign to make the elections work. “‘It 
can be resolved to make a viable election possible. But if 
there is political or psychological resistance to registra- 
tion, it will require the ANC and PAC putting their full 
weight behind the registration campaign,” Professor 
Schrire said. 


Democratic Party Western Cape leader Hennie Bester 
said there was a political imperative to hold the local 
elections this year and a mammoth registration effort 
was vital. Bester also suggested another way out—to hold 
elections on different days in different provinces as some 
regions would be better prepared than others. 


Politically unstable Kwazulu/Natal, especially, could 
hold up the elections in the rest of the country. 


But in the face of on-going doubts over the wisdom of 
insisting on the election date, Dr Frederik Van Zyl 
Slabbert, cochairman of the task group on the municipal 
elections, has dismissed speculation that the October 
elections would be postponed. He said the task group 
was absolutely committed to October and it was up to 
the public transitional councils and political parties to 
get voter registration under way. 


Bergies [homeless people] will have the same vote as 
billionaires in the municipal elections—provided they 
have ID documents. All South African citizens aged 18 
or over, who live in a municipal area, have the right to 
register as a municipal voter in the area—whether they 
live in Constantia, a squatter shack in Crossroads or 
occupy a park bench in the Gardens. 


Old municipal voter registrations fall away. Everyone 
will have to register from scratch. Every voter must be 
registered at a specific address. But where no official 
address exists, one wiil be provided for voters roll 
purposes—even if it is meaningless as a postal address. It 
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is no longer necessary for municipal voters to be rate- 
payers or lessees as in the past. Those who do not 
necessarily live in the area but are liable by law to pay 
rates, rent, service charges or levies are also entitled to 
vote. But, however many properties they own, they have 
only one vote each. 


PAC on Local Elections, Land Redistribution 


MB3001190995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1822 GMT 30 Jan 95 


[Report by Raphael Banda] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Jan 30 SAPA— 
The Pan Africanist Congress [PAC], hoping to salvage its 
reputation following the electoral battering it received in 
last year’s general election, signalled on Monda [30 
January] it will whip up emotive issues to win support in 
the October local government elections. 


Ata two-day national executive council meeting over the 
weekend, the PAC decided to take part in the October 
poll and blasted the first non-racial election in April last 
year as political fraud. 


“The PAC deliberated on a number of problems facing 
the (black) African people.” Deputy President Dr Mot- 
soko Pheko told a news conference on Monday. “The 
PAC 1s appealing to the African voters, in particular, not 
to be fooled again. They must say ‘enough is enough’. We 
are going into the elections with the belief that the PAC 
will do better.” 


Dr Pheko said “too many” promises in last year’s 
elections remained unfulfilled “while the gravy train 
runs on and the rich are becoming richer while the poor 
are becoming poorer”. 


The PAC also demanded the immediate release of all 
political prisoners, including jailed members of its Aza- 
nian Peoples Liberation Army and the ANC’s Umkh- 
onto we Sizwe [Spear of the Nation; ANC military wing]. 


“It is unacceptable to the PAC and the African people 
that the freedom fighters of Azania are still languishing 
in prisons despite the so-called new South Africa,” he 
said. 


Touching on the issue of land, Dr Pheko blasted the 
restitution of Land Rights Act 1994 as a fraud, saying the 
act entrenched the dispossession of blacks and made 
them “perpetual servants of others”. 


The PAC is determined to abolish any law which works 
against the interests of the majority of this country’s 
population, especially on land. 


“The PAC will fight hard for a law which will prohibit 
foreigners from buying land in this country until the land 
issue has been resolved by equitably redistributing land 
and mineral resources to the dispossessed and impover- 
ished (black) African majority.” 
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Dr Pheko added that the issue of squatters who were 
being “evicted all over the show” had also been dis- 
cussed. 


“The PAC hopes that unlike the 27th Ap-il, 1994 elec- 
tions, which were full of irregularities, the local elections 
will be democratic and free from fraud, cheating, intim- 
idation, political thuggery and pre-determined 
schemes.” 


Freedom Front Seeking RDP Agreement 


M1B3001182295 Johanneshure BUSINESS DAY 
in English 30 Jan 9S p 2 


[Report by Tim Cohen] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town—The Freedom 
Front is prepared to help government implement the 
reconstruction and development programme (KDP) in 
the hope that this would create a better climate in its 
negotiations for a volkstaat [Afrikaner homeland]. 


One of its strategies was to pe suade Atrikaner farmers to 
relocate to Mozambique. Ths would help contribute to 
the Mozambique economy, and thus stem the tde of 
illegal immigrants into SA [South Africa], which was 
affecting the implementation of the RDP. 


Senior Freedom Front sources said the idea would solve 
a number of problems for their party, the ANC and 
Mozambique. 


They said that Freedom Front leader Constand Viljoen 
would visit Mozambique soon to discuss the plan with 
President Joaquim Chissano. 


Illegal immigration into SA would be stemmed only if 
the economies of southern African countries improved. 
Tats applied particularly to Mozambique. 


Many members of the Freedom Front were farmers who 
had developed farming skills but who did not have 
sufficient land. Any surplus land in SA would be distrib- 
uted to black farmers. But the long civil war in Mozam- 
bique had created vast areas which were not being used 
for farming. 


Police Protest Action Spreads to More Stations 


MB3101175698 Johanneshure SABC TV 1 Network 
in Afrikaans 1600 GMT 31 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Trenslated Text] Labor unrest has spread to more 
police stations, and ‘oday calls were made for action to 
be taken against laca of discipline and lawlessness within 
the South African Police Service and solutions for griev- 
ances be sought. 


The South African Police Union, the National Party, and 
the Democratic Party have asked the Police Services’ 
new management team to give urgent attention to the 
labor unrest. In Soweto, near Johannesburg, members of 
the Protea police station suspended work following last 
week’s shooting incident in Orlando. Nan Roux reports. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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{Begin Roux recording] Violence broke out last week at 
the Orlando police station after allegations of racisrn and 
incompetenc mong white officers. The Internal Sta- 
bility Unit [ISU] had been called in to defuse the 
situation. In a shoot-out between members of the police 
station and the ISU, Warrant Officer Jabulani Xaba was 
fatally shot and four policemen wounded. 


Today about 80 members of the Protea police station 
and the ISU decided 'o lay a wreath at the Orlando 
police station in a show of solidarity with their col- 
leagues. Policemen at Orlando had initially been 
opposed to (hr: visit as the ISU had beer involved in the 
shooting, but after deliberations and the removal of the 
ISU’s vehicles, the wreath-laying went ahead. Protea’s 
ISU members are insisting that the policeman that shot 
Officer Xaba be suspended pending investigations. 
Meanwhile, they will refuse to return to work. They 
alleged they did not feel welcome in Soweto. 


Popcru [Police and Prison’s Civil Rights Union] and 
members of the Orlando police station are awaiting the 
result of the investigation before a decision can be taken 
regarding any further action. [end recording] 


And in Hazyview in the Eastern Transvaal, Popcru 
members last night began with strike action. The gate of 
the police station in the town was blockaded, and wheels 
of vehicles blown off. Discussions betweer Popcru and 
the regional commissioner of the Eastern Transvaal were 
to have taken place this afternoon. 


In Port Elizabeth, Popcru members from KwaZakhele 
and New Brighton returned to work. A Popcru 
spokesman said their demand—the transfer of three 
station commanders accused of racism—has been met. 


Police Commander Freed 


MB3101065595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2324 GMT 30 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Jan 30 SAPA— 
Langa police station commander Capt Wilhelm Hat- 
tingh, who earlier in the afternoon was held hostage by 
colleagues, was released on Monday [30 January] night 
after the district commissioner agreed to transfer him 
with immediate effect. His release followed telephonic 
negotiations with the district commissioner, SABC 
Radio News reported. 


More than 200 people gathered outside the Langa police 
station in Cape Town after Capt Hatting was taken 
hostage shortly before 4PM. Police spokesman Lt Ben 
Theron told SAPA by telephone from the Langa station 
that Capt Hattingh’s captors, numbering about 15, were 
demanding his immediate transfer. The policemen, 
believed to be members of the Police and Prisons Civil 
Rights Union (Popcru), were demanding his transfer, 
alleging “autocratic management and racism”. They said 
they would not release Capt Hattingh until their 
demands were met. 
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Lt Theron said a police negotiating team, comprising 
Maj Paul de Bruyn and Mr Deon Bester, a labuur 
relations consultant, had concluded negotiations and 
police had agreed to transfer Capt Hattingh. Part of the 
agreement was that the crowd disperse peacefully after 
an expected fax message from the district commissioner 
in Bellville, confirming Capt Hattingh’s transfer, was 
read out to them. 


Kasrils Prohibits Soldiers From Joining Unions 


MB3101152895 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
31 Jan 95 p 3 


[Report by Esther Waugh] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town—Soldiers in the 
South African National Defence Force [SAND! ] will not 
be allowed to join trade unions, says Deput, Defence 
Minister Ronnie Kasrils. 


Speaking yesterday to a visiting delegation of the French 
Institute for Advanced Defence Studies, he said: “We 
take the position that we cannot accept trade unions in 
the defence force.” 


Kasrils said some of the civilians employed in the 
SANDF belonged to trade unions and there had recently 
been strikes in military hospitals. He called for a stream- 
lined process to deal with soldiers’ complaints. 


He said the SANDF had learnt from mistakes made in 
last year’s integration process. 


Delays in the administration of the integration process 
which led to frustration would be avoided by integrating 
1,500 former APLA [Azanian People’s Liberation Army] 
and Umkhonto we Sizwe [Spear of the Nation; ANC 
military wing] members every six weeks instead of 
10,000 at once as was the case last year. 


Kasrils said the extent to which the SANDF would be 
representative of society would change as more volun- 
tary recruits joined for one year’s training. Thereafter 
they would serve a month every year for eight years. 


Kasrils said South Africa’s arms industry could grow 
from 0.3 percent to | percent of the world arms market. 


This would increase the almost R1 billion [rands] the 
country earned in foreign exchange from arms sales as 
well as the 70,000 jobs currently linked to the industry. 


He said a draft defence policy document as well as a 
conventional arms control policy document were almost 
complete. 


The draft defence White Paper would be submitted to 
the parliamentary defence committee. 


AWB Petitions for ‘Softer Line’ on Amnesty 


MB3101152995 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 31 Jan 95 p I 


[Report by Adrian Hadland] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town—ihe AWB [Afri- 
kaner Weerstandsbeweging; Afrikaner Resistance Move- 
ment] petitioned Parliament for a softer line on political 
amnesty yesterday, sayii.g it wanted to be part of an 
inclusive political settlement. 


In an apparent reversal of its hostility to government, the 
AWB said it was prepared to consider a meeting with 
President Nelson Mandela and other leaders. 


In a submission to the parliamentary committees con- 
sidering truth commission legislation, AWB chief nego- 
tiator Fred Rundle appealed for an extension of the 
Dece.nber 5 1993 cut-off date tur political crimes. The 
cut-off date was “the last stumbling block lying in the 
way of a final and peaceful resolution to our country’s 
problems”. 


He argued that ANC, Inkatha Freedom Party and PAC 
[Pan-Africanist Congress] members were likely to be 
prosecuted for political crimes which occurred after the 
cut-off date. 


The Heidelberg pub attack, the bombing of a Beaufort 
West passenger bus, the Shell House blast and other 
violent confrontations all happened after December 5 
and had a political motive. 


It was unfair that no arrests had been made for these 
attacks when many AWB members were either in deten- 
tion or awaiting trial under severe bail conditions. 


This made a full AWB meeting to discuss its participa- 
tion in local government elections and setting up an 
official meeting with government leaders impossible. 


South African Press Review for 1 Feb 
MBO0102120895 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


Top Police Structure ‘Politically Acceptable’—The 
appointment of the new police commissioner, General 
George Fivaz, and his four deputies, “a White, an 
Indian, a Coloured and a Black” is “somewhat con- 
trived, but at least answers the desire for a more repre- 
sentative hierarchy,” says the page 6 editorial in 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 30 January. 
Fivaz is regarded as a “brilliant policeman, and although 
junior to other police generals who have been over- 
looked, he has the advantage of never having been 
involved in security work and thus has the confidence of 
the ANC.” However, pol‘cing needs more “than having 
politically acceptable generals at the top.’ The morale of 
the force has been low and it can only improve “‘if the 
police cease to be the whipping boys of politicians—and 
that includes provincial MEC’s [member of the Execu- 
tive Council] who have safety and security portfolios.” 
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THE STAR 


‘Sane Voice’ of New Police Commissioner— 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on | February ina 
page 12 editorial notes that on 30 January: “In Soweto a 
police major flees for his life, chased by angry subordi- 
nates wanting to lynch him; in Langa, 1,000 km away, a 
police captain is taken hostage by infuriated juniors who 
want him transferred; in Port Elizabeth scores of angry, 
and armed, policemen present a memorandum to the 
Eastern Cape regional police commissioner demanding 
the immediate removal of station commanders accused 
of racism.”” These “acts of insubordination, mutiny 
even, hardly offer an auspicious glimpse into policing 
under the new Government of National Unity.” “*Mal- 
contents, many of whom belong to the vociferously 
militant Popcru [Police and Prison’s Civil Rights 
Union], need only embark on mass action to attain their 
demands.”’ There is only “one sane voice” in the midst 
of the confusion, that of the new police commissioner, 
General George Fivaz, who says: ““It is not acceptable 
for policemen to toyi-toyi [protest dance] in streets with 
weapons, to inconvenience the public, to strike or to 
break the law they are supposed to uphold.”” 


SOWETAN 


‘Strong Disciplinary Action’ Against Police Misbehav- 
ior—Referring to the police protests at police stations 
countrywide Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on | 
February in a page 8 editorial asks: “When 1s this 
madness going to come to an end? It is well to blame our 
present unhappiness on the past. But it is unaccen!2bic 
to ac’ in ways that are likely to disrupt and desiroy jobs 
rather than correct things.”’ What is “insupportable™ is 
that these public workers, such as the police, nurses, and 
teachers “were timid and slave-like when the old masters 
cracked the whip.”” Now “everybody has become pious 
and exceedingly macho.” Nevertheless, the paper 1s 
encuuraged to see new national police commissioner 
George Fivaz “attacking such behaviour. Strong disci- 
plinary action is needed to bring such malfeasance to an 
end.” 


BEELD 


New Beginning for Police Service—The appointment of 
Major General George Fivaz as police commissioner, 
and his four deputies, can be viewed as the “first step on 
the road to the restoration of law and order in South 
Africa, but a long road still lies ahead,” states an edito- 
rial on page 6 of Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 
30 January. “The basic task facing Gen. Fivas is to stem 
the crime wave in the country. It is not a problem 
confined to the predominantly white areas. On the 
contrary, in the townships criminal gangs have for years 
been waging terror campaigns against powerless, law- 
abiding residents. But the police cannot succeed in their 
task unless their own internal problems have been 
solved.” 
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Angola 


France Reportedly Drawn Into Peace Process 


LD2701211895 Lisbon Radio Renascenca in Portuguese 
to Europe 1700 GMT 27 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] [Unidentified announcer] The 
United Nations wants the French Government to be 
involved in the mediation of the Angolan conflict. Last 
month Alioune Beye visited Europe and took the oppor- 
tunity while he was in Paris to have talks with the French 
prime minister. Balladur then wrote to Jonas Savimbi. 
Asa result of that letter, the UNITA [National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola] leader agreed to a 
summit with Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos San- 
tos. This news has already been confirmed by the 
Angolan presidency. More details from Antonio 
Pacheco: 


[Begin Pacheco recording] We have found out now that 
Alioune Blondin Beye’s priority during his visit to 
Europe in January was to ask the French authorities and 
Prime Minister Balladur to participate more actively in 
the Angolan peace process, particularly to get involved in 


the pre. «tion of the Jonas Savimbi-Eduardo <os 
Santos su... “*t. Balladur’s response came in the shape of 
a persons! ‘«! er to Jonas Savimbi. The aim of the letter 


was to pre.’ the UNITA leader to accept the idea of a 
summit and, if possible, to ensure that this summit took 
place on Angolan territory. 


Renascenca found out that it was (Jean Charles Mar- 
chiani), a member of Interior Minister Pasqua’s team, 
who traveled from Paris to Gbadolite and then to 
Luanda. In Gbadolite, Zaire, (Marchiani) met a Savimbi 
envoy, to whom he handed Balladur’s message. (Mar- 
chiani) went on to Luanda at the beginning of this week, 
where he met and briefed Eduardo dos Santos about his 
movements. This was confirmed by the Angolan presi- 
dency office, which considers it inopportune to make 
any comment. This means that the glory of the summit, 
if it goes ahead, owes very little to master Beye’s influ- 
ence. 


Another aim of his visit to Europe—namely, his visits to 
Lisbon and Paris, is related to the mine clearing opera- 
tion in Angola. In other words, this is to be a very 
lucrative operation since the UN mission admits that 
there are about 10 million mines scattered around 
‘ igolan territory. The Angolans say there are as many as 
15 million. This puts Angola in the Guinness Book of 
Records, second to Afghanistan. France, a British-South 
African consortium, and the Portuguese armed forces 
are interested in the mine clearing operation. [end 
recording] 


[Announcer] Alcides Sacala, the UNITA representative 
in Brussels, is live with us on the telephone. Good 
afternoon. Can you confirm this French contact and do 
you find it useful? 
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[Sacala] We believe that any effort that might lead to 
peace, national reconciliation, and a climate of dialogue 
in Angola is welcome. It is within this framework that we 
can read this French Government message sent to both 
sides and, therefore, we believe it is important. 


[Announcer] Is this a sign that the United Nations ts 
trying to replace the role of the Portuguese Government 
with the French Government? 


{Sacala] That is a bit more complicated. | followed 
yesterday's debate in the Portuguese parliament. When 
Defense Minister Fernando Nogueira said during that 
debate that a delegation of UNITA and Angolan Gov- 
ernment officials visited Portugal recently, he was lying. 
There was no Huambo [UNITA headquarters] member 
in Lisbon recently in talks with the Portuguese Govern- 
ment. General Munda was there and he is a dissident, a 
traitor. He ran away from Huambo well before the 
fighting started there, at a time when UNITA still 
dominated Huambo. He ran away before the 56-day war. 
Therefore, he does not represent and cannot speak on 
behalf of UNITA. I believe that Portugal ts increasingly 
josing the role that, for historical reasons, it could 
assume. 


[Announcer] That was Alcides Sacala, the UNITA rep- 
resentative in Brussels. 


Beye, Moura Discuss Upcoming UN Meeting 


MB3101201195 Luanda Radio Nacional Neiwork 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 31 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Joint Commission Chairman 
Alioune Blondin Beye today met with Foreign Minister 
Venancio de Moura to discuss issues related to the 
upcoming UN Security Council meeting. Beye said that 
he has already sent to the UN secretary general a request 
that the Security Council approve a peacekeeping force 
of about 7,000 Blue Helmets. The UN Security Council 
will meet on 8 February to discuss sending peacekeeping 
forces to Angola. The Angolan Government will be 
represented by the foreign minister. The possibility of 
sending a Joint Commission delegation, led by Beye, to 
New York is also being studied. 


UN Observers Meet Military Leaders in Kuito 


MB3101202695 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 31 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Positive signs have been regis- 
tered in Kuito toward the implenientation of what was 
agreed to by the chiefs of general staff from the govern- 
ment and the National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola [UNITA] at Chipipa, in Huambo. Four 
UN observers are already in Kuito to carry out explor- 
atory contacts with the military leaderships of both the 
gover. vent and UNITA. These contacts are mainly 
aimed at creating a (?propitioris) atmosphere for the 
implementation of the peace process. Another positive 
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sign is the mine disarming process in the region. Hun- 
dreds of mines and [words indistinct] during the war 
have already been disarmed. 


Zambia 


oe Refuses License to Airline Over ANC 
nks 

MB0102112295 Johannesburg BEELD [BUSINESS 
BEELD Supplement! in Afrikaans 30 Jan 95 p I 


[FBIS Translated Text] A row has broken out in Lusaka 
over the Zambian government’s refusal to grant a license 
to an airline with strong ANC connections. The govern- 
ment refused to grant permission to Zambia Express 
Airways to take over the liquidated Zambia Airways 
because the former has close ties with South African [SA] 
Express Airways. 


The government objected because SA Express Airways is 
closely linked to the ANC. It is controlled by the Thebe 
Trust, which has close ties with the ANC. 


Aero Zambia Limited, a company with Belgian interests, 
wa’ this week granted the license to take over the routes 
of the liquidated Zambia Airways. Zambia Express Air- 
ways thereupon requested an explanation from the gov- 
ernment as to why the license was granted to Aero 
Zambia Limited. Transport Minister William Har- 
rington said the decision was taken because Aero 
Zambia met all the necessary requirements. 


Zimbabwe 


Split in Ruling ZANU-PF Party Hinted At 


MB3101175795 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
31 Jan 95 pil 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Harare—Zimbabwean con- 
sumers are reeling under a series of price hikes that have 
left very little untouched. 


Mealie meal, bread, beer, cigarettes have all gone up as 
has general sales tax, which has been raised to 12.5 
percent. 


Recently, fuel prices increased and the government 
announced that a 5 percent levy on income tax is to be 
charged to cater for a drought relief fund. 


The spending power of Zimbabweans has also been hit 
by the recently introduced National Social Security 
Scheme. 


Recently, a respected economic analyst, Erich Bloch, 
asked in a widely read weekly column: “Has the govern- 
ment gone mad?” and referred to a comment by the 
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acting senior finance minister Emmerson Mnangagwa 
that state spending had “gotten out of the kraal.”’ 


The recent increases have come in dribs and drabs and 
have nothing to do with the Budget, not due until July. 


Before then a general election will be held, possibly in 
March, but the government is confident that the pathet- 
ically divided state of opposition parties means they wi!’ 
present no real threat to speak of. 


The election will be preceded by the primary elections 
held by the ruling ZANU-PF [Zimbabwe African 


National ' Patriotic Front] party to choose its 
candidaics a: se are already in full swing despite the 
fact the ‘‘e cor stutuencies have still to be delimited. 


A majo: "8 developed in the Masvingo province 
where the puoutburo of the ruling party has decided that 
no one from the party will be able to stand against 
Vice-President Simon Muzenda. 


This shock ruling came at the weekend and will have 
repercussions that will be felt all over the country. 


Muzenda was to have been challenged by 2 much 
younger candidate, former Air Force commander Jusiah 
Pungamirat, who apparently has considerable support in 
the area. 


It is early days yet to talk of a split in the ruling party but 
the decision that Muzenda and his co-vice president 
Joshua Nkomo can have no opposition from within the 
ruling party will irk many as will the price hikes on so 
many commodities. 


Cabinet Approves Delimitation Commission 
Report 

MBO0102104095 Harare Zimbaiiwe National 
Broaacasting Corporation Network in English 
0500 GMT | Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cabinet has approved the 
delimitation commission's report for the ‘995 parlia- 
mentary elections, which has seen the creation of some 
constituency boundaries different from those of 1990. 


This was said by the minister of information, posts, and 
telecommunications, Comrade David Karimanzira, 
when he made available the delimitation commission 
report to journalists in Harare yesterday. 


Comrade Karimanzira said the general public are free to 
go to the registrar general's office to raise objections and 
comments concerning the boundaries. He said the public 
will be given 7 days to make representations. 


Voter rolls are now being »repared, listing all the voters 
in each of the new constituencies. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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The Gambia 


Defense Minister Appointed New Vice President 


AB3001214295 Paris AFP in French 2016 GMT 
30 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Banjul, 30 Jan (AFP)}—Defense 
Minister Lieutenant Edward Singhateh was today 
appointed vice president of The Gambia following the 
27 January abortive coup d’etat in Banjul against Gam- 
bian Head of State Lt. Yahyah Jammeh, a communique 
from the Presidency announced. 


According to the communique, Lt. Singhateh has 
replaced at this post Lt. Sana Sabally—involved in the 
attempted putsch and arrested—while remaining min- 
ister of defense. The text of the communique also 
announced the appointment of Captain Momodu Lamin 
Bajo, former governor of the Brikama Region, west of 
Banjul, to the post of minister of interior, replacing 
Sadibu Haidara who 1s also involved in the attempted 
coup d’etat. 


Lts. Sabally and Haidara had been arrested in Banjul for, 
it was stated from an official source, attempting to 
overthrow head of state, Lt. Jammeh. According a com- 
munique from the Presidency, “the two men, armed 
with pistols, tried to force open the door of Lt. Jammeh’s 
office with the view of overthrowing him, but were 
rapidly brought under control.” 


The Gambian national radio had said that Lts. Sabally 
and Haidara “were opposed” to the conclusions of the 
report submitted to the Gambian head of state by a 
consultative committee on “how long the transition 
period will last before the return to a civilian regime.” 


According a member of the committee, this report, still 
confidential, has proposed the return to a civilian regime 
in July 1996—that is two years after the military seized 
power—following multiparty elections to be held one 
month before. 


Liberia 


Factional Peace Talks Suspended ‘Indefinitely’ 


AB3101162995 Paris AFP in English 1621 GMT 
31 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Accra, Jan 31 (AFP)}—Liberian 
peace talks were indefinitely suspended here Tuesday 
{31 January] amid continuing inter-factional wrangling 
about the make-up of a new ruling council and end five 
years of civil war, Ghana’s foreign minister said. 


Obed Asamoah, speaking to journalists, accused faction 
leaders of re-opening previously settled issues and 
objecting to other groups’ nominees to the new council of 
state, or collective presidency. 


“We should avoid opening issues from Cotonou and 
other agreements and rather make suggestions that will 
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help solve the problem,” Asamoah said, referring to the 
failed July 1993 peace accord signed in Benin. Ghana 
will provide a plane scheduled to leave Accra ai 10 a.m. 
(1000 GMT) Wednesday and any delegates remaining 
after this time would be responsible for their own living 
expenses, he added. 


Negotiators React 


AB3101213995 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 2000 GMT 31 Jan 95 


[Passages within quotation marks recorded] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The prolonged meeting in 
Accra on a council of state for Liberia to propel that 
country to democratic rule by the end of the year has 
been postponed indefinitely. The postponement is to 
allow all parties involved in the process to reflect upon 
the state of affairs to see what concessions they can make 
for an agreement to be reached. Ghana’s minister of 
foreign affairs, Dr. Obed Asamoah, announced this on 
the 8th day of deliberations. Our correspondents, Augus- 
tine Peak and Raymond Bulley, have filed this report: 


Dr. Obed Asamoah said the issues, which the parties will 
concern themselves with during this break period, 
include the functions of the Council of State, the choice 
of officers, and the mode of choosing nominees to the 
Council of State, and whether other groups have a right 
to object to the nominees of other parties. He urged them 
to avoid reopening issues that have been closed at either 
Akosombo or elsewhere in order to advance the peace 
process. 


[Asamoah] “‘We would like to appeal to all the factions to 
maintain the cease-fire, which so far appears to have 
held fairly alright, and in order that the people of Liberia 
are not inconvenienced more than they have been incon- 
venienced so far.” 


Answering questions from newsmen later, the deputy 
minister of foreign affairs, Dr. Mohamed Ibn Chambas, 
on behalf of facilitators, explained why the expansion of 
the council from five to six was not accepted by all and 
why not much progress has been made. 


[Chambas] ““We have been here since Wednesday [25 
January]. There have been several meetings running very 
late into the night. There has been tremendous patience 
exercised, because you need that in these kinds of talks, 
and we have come to a point where we believe that we 
have not been able to reach a consensus on the important 
issues and, quite frankly, it would have been unproduc- 
tive to drag on this process. We think they need to 
reexamine the proposals that have been presented and 
they need to think over these issues and reconvene at 
another time. One thing I can assure you is that when 
you have a situation such as we have on our hands, when 
you’re dealing with so many factions and, I must say 
regrettably, when so many of them show self interest 
above the interest of their country, and some of them 
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clearly do not deal in good faith, then you are bound to 
have the difficulties that we are facing.” 


Dr. Chambas said facilitators do not want to give up on 
the issue of Liberia and hoped that they would do their 
homework well while the chairman of ECOWAS [Eco- 
nomic Community of West African States], Flight Lieu- 
tenant J.J. Rawlings, consult with leaders of the 
subregion and decide what steps to take next. He 
appealed to all factions not to do anything to break the 
cease-fire which is generally holding and is a base on 
which the whole process stands. 


Earlier, the traditional chief, nominated to serve on the 
Council of State, Chief Tamba Taylor, addressed the 
meeting. He expressed the appreciation of all Liberians 
for the tolerance and patience exhibited so far by the 
facilitators and, especially, the government and people of 
Ghana. He advised that all the factional leaders are 
important and none of them should be sidelined. To his 
countrymen he had this to say: 


[Taylor] “(?1 feel that you should prioritize) the country 
so that whatever considerations are there serving as 
impetus that are hampering relationship between you 
people, let us see if we can erase that now, and before the 
end of the day, if we can arrive at some consensus and 
(?reach the facilitators).”’ 


Reacting to the adjournment of the talks, the NPFL 
leader, Mr. Charles Taylor, emphasized how disturbed 
he is by the impression created that his faction is the 
issue. He said he had withdrawn his candidature on the 
Council of State with the hope that a consensus would be 
reached on the issue relating to membership. According 
to Mr. Taylor, there are only two instruments which 
should determine the direction of the peace process and 
these are the Akosombo accord and the clarification 
which spelled out five seats for the Council. He thanked 
the ECOWAS chairman and Ghanaians for their hosp'- 
tality and patience. 


The leader of the Lofa Defense Force, Mr. Francois 
Massaquoi, an arm of the Coalition, indicated his disap- 
pointment at the facilitators’ approach to the issues at 
stake, adding Liberians will go back home and solve their 
own problems. 


The AFL [Armed Forces of Liberia] leader, General 
Hezekiah Bowen, expressed shock at the adjournment of 
the meeting. He said five groups had met without the 
NPFL and proposed that the Council should be installed 
with Chief Tamba Taylor as the chairman and the rest of 
the members holding equal powers as councilmen but 
with specific assignments such as disarmament, repatri- 
ation, reconstruction and others. 


Further on Talks Suspension 


AB0102104095 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT I Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Reports from Accra say delega- 
tions to the Liberian peace talks are still in disagreement 
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over a number of issues including modalities for 
choosing a chairman of the new Council of State. 
According to sources close to the talks, the NPFL 
[National Patriotic Front of Liberia] leader, Charles 
Taylor, is rejecting the inclusion of the Coalition repre- 
sentative, Mr. Tom Woewiyu, on the council, while Mr. 
Octavius Walker is also opposed to Woewiyu’s nomina- 
tion. Ghana’s Foreign Minister Obed Asamoah told 
journalists that Mr. Taylor says he would go by the 
clarification to the Akosombo Accord requiring a five- 
man council. 


The reports said the chairman of the Krahn faction of 
Ulimo [United Liberation Movement for Democracy in 
Liberia], General Roosevelt Johnson, 1s now contesting 
against General Alhaji Koromah’s nomination by Ulimo 
to the council. According to the reports, Paramount 
Chief Taraba Taylor pleaded with the facilitators, par- 
ticularly the Ghanaian authorities, who announced their 
withdrawal from further participation in the talks, to 
exercise a little more patience. In his words, returning 
home without an agreement would be the greatest shame 
on his people. 


For his part, Gen. Hezekiah Bowen of the Armed Forces 
of Liberia emphatically said he was not prepared to 
return to Monrovia without an agreement. Gen. Bowen 
said he would persuade his colleagues to make conces- 
sions and reach a consensus. He said the majority of 
them accept the NPFL and would accept to have Chief 
Tamba Taylor as the chairman of the Council of State, 
but the NPFL leader, Mr. Taylor, is quoted as having no 
knowledge of such a proposal. 


Closed Doors Meeting Held 


ABO0102144095 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 1400 GMT 1 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Some Liberian leaders are 
meeting behind closed doors in Accra today to try to 
resolve issues that led to the adjournment of the peace 
process yesterday. They are Mr. Charles Taylor of the 
NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia], Alhaji G.B. 
Koromah of Ulimo-K [United Liberation Movement for 
Democracy in Liberia], Chief Tamba Taylor, the tradi- 
tional ruler nominated to the Council of State, and Mr. 
Morris Dukuly, speaker of the Liberian House of Rep- 
resentatives. 


It is not clear if members of the AFL [Armed Forces of 
Liberia] or the Coalition are involved in the meeting. 
After the adjournment yesterday, the AFL and the Coa- 
lition made a passionate appeal for the extension of time 
to enable them to arrive at a consensus. There were no 
facilitators available for comment but insiders sav the 
tough stand taken by the facilitators may have prompted 
some of the faction leaders to hold today’s emergency 
meeting. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-021 
1 February 1995 


Nigeria 


Former Presidents Call For Abiola’s Release 


AB3001171695 Paris AFP in English 1409 GMT 
30 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, Jan 30 (AFP)}—Five 
Nigerian former heads of state have called on General 
Sani Abacha’s military junta to free jailed opposition 
leader Moshood Abiola in the ‘national interest’, an 
independent magazine reported Monday [30 January]. 
Freeing Abiola, who faces treason charges, would be in 
the national interest and a major contribution to peace 
and national reconciliation, the five said in a letter to 
Abacha published by Tell magazine. 


It was signed by ex-presidents Nnamdi Azikiwe, Yakubu 
Gowon, Olusegun Obasanjo, Shehu Shagari and Muha- 
madu Buhari. 


An opposition delegation led by leaders of the National 
Democratic Coalition (Nadeco) on Thursday met 
Abacha in the federal capital Abuja to make a similar 
request. Nadeco speaheaded a campaign of protests and 
strikes after Abiola was jailed in Abuja last June and 
accused of treason for declaring himself head of state on 
the strength of a presidential election he is widely believe 
to have won a year earlier. 


That poll was annulled by the military junta of the time, 
which declared there had been irregularities. 


The new calls for Abiola’s release came as the Nigerian 
Medical Association (NMA) issued a fresh warning 
about the deterioration of the Moslem millionaire busi- 
nessman’s health. Following an ailment in his lumbar 
vertebrae, Abiola has become partially paralysed in one 
leg and currently risks a pulmonary embolism ti:at could 
be fatal, according to the NMA. 


Two court rulings have been issued ordering the junta to 
release Abiola, but the regime has decreed itself beyond 
the jurisdiction of the courts as well as carrying out a 
draconian crackdown on the opposition and the media. 


In his New Year message at the start of the month, 
Abacha pledged not to cling to power indefinitely. 


A constitutional conference, set up by the regime to chart 
out a political future for the country, has recommended 
January 1, 1996, as the target date for a handover to 
civilian rule. 


Nadeco officials told Abacha last week that Abiola 
should be allowed to leave the country for urgent and 
appropriate medical treatment. 


In another development, one of the five former leaders 
to write to Abacha, General Buhari, challenged all ex- 
heads of state, himself included, to declare their assets to 
show whether they had abused their office in power. 
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The tough regime of Buhari, ousted in August 1985 by 
his then army chief, General Ibrahim Babangida, cam- 
paigned against official corruption and general indisci- 
pline in society. 


Buhani, who has since his ouster refrained from making 
public statements on national issues, said that the dec- 
laration of assets would also show how honest and 
consistent a leader should be, pr >zs reports said. 


The general made his comments Sunday in his northern 
home state, Katsina, at a public lecture organised in his 
honour, and said that the declaration should take into 
account their assets before and and after leaving office. 


Those found to be unnecessarily rich should be prose- 
cuted, added Buhari, who said he had twice declared his 
own assets. 


Abiola’s Release Reportedly Imminent 


AB3101223095 Paris AFP in English 2017 GMT 
31 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, Jan 31 (AFP)—The 
jailed Nigerian opposition leader Moshood Abiola could 
be released imminently following a meeting between 
opposition figures and military ruler General Sani 
Abacha, an opposition leader told AFP late Tuesday [31 
January]. ' 


Abiola, the presumed winner of June 1993 presidential 
elections, could be released “‘any time from now,” oppo- 
sition delegation leader Chief Michael Adekunle Ajasin, 
told AFP by telephone from his home in Owo, in western 
Ondo state. 


Abiola’s arrest on treason charges last year provoked 
huge protests in Nigeria. Foreign powers have also called 
for his release. 


“We expect that something favourable will come out of 
what we have discussed with General Abacha’’, Ajasin 
said in the first comments by an opposition leader since 
the 86-year-old led a delegation of opposition figures to 
see Abacha last Thursday. Ajasin said that the delegation 
had discussed with Abacha releasing Abiola on health 
grounds. 


Abiola, who is sick, has been in jail since July last year 
after he was arrested for declaring himself president one 
year after the military ordered the confiscation of papers 
showing the results of a presidential election Abiola was 
seen as winning. 


Ajasin said that at the meeting, the first between oppo- 
sition leaders and Abacha since he seized power in 
November 1993, the delegations discussed the release of 
other political detainees, the restoration of the 1993 
election results and th reopening of closed media 


groups. 
Ajasin said that Abacha did not give any immediate 


commitment on the opposition’s demands but promised 
to look into them. 
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“We expect something positive from that meeting. All 
the same, if he (Abacha) does not fulfil our expectations 
on these issues, we hope to hold another meeting with 
him very soon’’, said Ajasin. a former civilian governor 
of western Ondo state. He said that he did not rule out 
the possibility that Abacha, a Moslem, might want to use 
the holy fasting month of Ramadan, which began 
Tuesday in Nigeria, to release “biola. 


Abiola is the vice president of the Nigerian Supreme 
Council for Islamic Affairs, the highest authority on 
Islamic affairs in the country. 


“The two of them are Moslems. So, he is expected to do 
what he thinks is right during the period of Ramadan 
festival as dictated by the teachings of Islam’’, Ajasin 
said. 


Sierra Leone 


RUF Leader Urges ICRC To Mediate in Talks 


AB3101144995 Paris AFP in English 1435 GMT 
31 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Freetown, Jan 31 (AFP)}— 
Sierra Leone rebel leader Foday Sankoh on Tuesday [31 
January] called for the International Comittee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) to broker peace talks between his forces 
and the military government. 


In a two-way radio communication with defence depart- 
ment officials, the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) 
leader said the ICRC “can open a corridor which will be 
used as a neutral zone for us to talk peace”’. 


“The ICRC knows my number and they will get in touch 
with me,” Sankoh said in the conversation, which was 
witnessed by an AFP correspondent. 


Defence officials said they would accept ICRC media- 
tion and planned to contact organisation officials later in 
the day. 


Says Hostages ‘Safe’ 


AB3101152095 Paris AFP in English 1504 GMT 
31 Jan 95 


[By Rod MacJohnson]} 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Freetown, Jan 31 (AFP)— 
Sierra Leone rebel leader Foday Sankoh on Tuesday [31 
January] called for the International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) to broker peace talks between his 
forces and the military government. [passage omitted] 


Sankoh also called for the involvement of the Common- 
wealth, United Nations and other international organi- 
sations in peace talks as observers. 


But he dismissed a call by government officials for a 
ceasefire before talks as “unimportant”. Sankoh said he 
would meet representatives of the junta “anywhere in 
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Sierra Leone” and told government officials to choose 
the venue and time and pass these on to the ICRC. 


The former army corporal also said that seven foreign 
nuns kidnapped from Kambia, 80 kilometres (50 miles) 
north of Freetown, on January 25 were still alive. “They 
are safe. I took them from your grips because they 
needed safety,” he told defence department officials. 


An ICRC spokesman in Freetown said Tuesday the 
organisation would be “interested to facilitate any link if 
we are asked by both parties.” [passage omitted] 


Since last year, a total of 18 foreigners and an unspeci- 
fied number of Sierra Leoneans have been kidnapped by 
rebels. A Russian kidnapped by the RUF early last year, 
Fedor Medvedev, was handed over to the ICRC in 
Guinea on January 24 with a Sierra Leonean colleague. 


Government Spokesman Confirms Contacting 
Sankoh 


AB3101192295 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 31 Jan 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] There have been fresh contacts 
today between the NPRC [National Provisional Ruling 
Council] government and the Sierra Leonean rebel 
leader, Foday Sankoh. It’s the RUF [Revolutionary 
United Front] who have been on the offensive against 
the Army for the last six weeks, ignoring the government 
cease-fire offer, creating mayhem, and putting pressure 
on the authorities and the international community by 
taking dozens of hostages, including several expatriates. 
But today, Defense Ministry officials had discussions 
with Foday Sankoh on the telephone. On the line to 
Freetown, Elizabeth Ohene asked the NPRC spokesman, 
Captain Abdul Rahman Kamara, who made the call: 


[Begin recording] [Kamara] He made an appointment 
some time ago and he called for this time today at 11 
o'clock, and precisely, he came on. 


[Ohene] Now, what did he have to say? 


[Kamara] Well, he was talking about peace. He 1s saying 
that he is now serious about peace and we listened to 
what he said and, among other things. he said he would 
like a body, an organization like the International Red 
Cross, to come and mediate and, of course, that was 
acceptable to us. So, we are now waiting for him to call 
again. Meanwhile, the International Red Cross. we 
understand, is making arrangements. 


{Ohene] And did he say where he war! d the meeting to 
take place? 


[Kamara] Well, that is coming in due course when he 
meets, or when he discusses things with the Red Cross. 


[Ohene] Did you ask him anything about the recent 
attack on Kambia, for example, and the hostages that 
have been taken? 
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[Kamara] Well, of course, I asked him. I did ask him as 
a matter of fact. What he said was the hostages were with 
him, were with them the RUF and, according to him, 
they are safe. 


[Ohene] And his proposals for peace, apart from wanting 
the Red Cross to mediate, was there any other suggestion 
that he made? 


[Kamara] Well, that was principally what he came up 
with and that was what we were more interested in. But, 
first of all, let me move on a little bit because people here 
in this country are very much anxious about the kind of 
publicity you give to the RUF and principally the 
misinformation you spread, you know. 


[Ohene] Capt. Kamara, what kind of misinformation, 
for example, are you talking about? 


[Kamara] Well, I will tell you. First of all, he is saying 
that the RUF holds 80 percent of the country, which is 
untrue, and you allow him to say this, and you give that 
kind of impression that it is true; and there was also a 
report that Kambia is now a ghost town—totally 
untrue—and reports, of course, that gunshots and 
shelling (?were) heard in Freetown. These are all lies, yes, 
they are all lies! The truth is remnants of RUF terrorists 
are now in isolated places in remote areas. 


[Ohene] Capt. Kamara, are you negotiating with the 
RUF as a terrorist group or how are you negotiating with 
them? 


[Kamara] Well, they are a terrorist group, there is no 
doubt about that. Look at what they have done to foreign 
nationals who have nothing to do with government in 
this country. They are here on a humanitarian mission. 
They are now holding them as hostages. Those are 
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terrorists, of course. So, you cannot deny that and look at 
the wanton destruction, the hardship they have brought 
unto our people, people who have nothing to do with the 
NPRC government. We are now talking about morality, 
we are not talking about politics or who is in govern- 
ment. What do the innocent people, the children, the 
unsuspecting women, what do they have to do with 
government? Why do you go and kill them? You disem- 
bowel pregnant women! Those are clearly terrorists! 


{Ohene] Capt. Kamara, this person that you spoke to 
today, are you quite sure that that is Foday Sankoh? 
Because there seems to be some difficulty about exactly 
who speaks for the RUF and if, indeed, it is Foday 
Sankoh you are speaking with. 


[Kamara] I agree with you that there is a difficulty as to 
who speaks for the RUF, that came out in the interview. 
Well, let me tell you this, clearly that was Foday Sankoh 
I spoke to and he said a few things that left us in no doubt 
as to whether that was the man. And he did say—now 
you are talking about the people you talked to—he did 
say among other things that the guy who is now claiming 
somewhere in Abidjan or Ghana that he is the foreign 
relations spokesman does not have the mandate to 
negotiate on their behalf. Clearly, that is an indication 
that the RUF is split but he, of course, did not say this 
man is not an RUF man, what he is saying is that he did 
not have the mandate. So, what we are seeing here is a 
split. 


[Ohene] So, well, what is the way forward now, Capt. 
Kamara? 


[Kamara] Well, we continue our option. We negotiate 
and we continue with the military option. [end 
recording] 
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